
 Block of The Month 2019: Block #10 
Happy October! This month we are making a wonderful block: it’s an improv 
interpretation of Gentleman’s Fancy. Remember we are using our focus 
fabric, Modern Movement by Henry Glass (available at the guild meetings 
for $2 per fat quarter.) You only need to use this fabric if you are turning in a 
block for the drawing. The blocks are due at the November 2019 meeting. 
The fabrics you need this month are the focus fabric, your coordinating 
fabric based on the colors in the focus fabric, a grey fabric and a white 
fabric. You have lots of choices with this block, so get ready to be creative. 
We encourage you to make two blocks, one to enter in the drawing and one 
to keep. Also, the Guild’s Facebook page should have a post directing you 
to the YouTube instructions for this block. Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 4 

Photo 3 

Cut list -- For one block 
Focus fabric:  One chunk, with four straight sides, they don’t have to be parallel, each side 

between 2 ¼" and 3 ½" long. 

Grey, white, and 
coordinating-color fabric: 

Use strips of these fabrics that vary from 1½" to 4" wide. This is a good use of 
scraps. We ask that you use at least two strips of each of these fabrics. 

Assembling the block:  
For this block you will be consecutively adding rounds to each side of the block. 
You start with your chunk of focus fabric. Each strip in a round should be of the 
same fabric. After pieces are sewn to each side, these are trimmed to create the 
edges for the next round. When choosing strip pieces, make sure they are slightly 
longer than the side you adding to – a half-inch extra on each end should be 
enough. You are only adding to the edges of the piece, not to the strips in the 
current round. See photo 3, it shows strips added to round 2, making round 3. 
• Round 1: Use focus fabric piece and four strips of one of the other fabrics. Add 

a piece of fabric to each side and press to the newly added fabric. Then trim to 
form the next round by placing a ruler on a corner of the fabric the pieces were 
added to, roughly align the edge of the ruler ¼" from the corner so it will trim 
two corners off of the round just added (see photo 2). Do this trimming on all 
four sides. 

• Keep adding rounds in the same manner and trimming, but remember the 
strips used in each round should be the same fabric and you are adding to the 
edge you just trimmed. 

• You may have rounds that when you go to trim the edges of the round, they 
don’t meet. That is fine, trim as in photo 4 to make the edge for the next round. 

• You need to add rounds until the measurement across each width is 7.75" to 
8.5". At this point you use your square up ruler to estimate how wide the next 
strips need to be and they will most likely need to be about 3" to each side.  

• Now after trimming, turn the block so that two of the pieces just added are on 
the top and bottom. Using your 12.5" square up ruler, you should see that you 
only need to add corners. If the width or height isn’t at least 12.5", add another 
narrow round and then check again. Get triangle pieces and audition them to 
find pieces that will make the block large enough. 

• Using the 12.5" square up ruler, square the block to 12.5". Move the ruler 
around until you find the final look you like best. Repeat to make a second 
block to keep! If this is confusing please watch the video. 
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